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Honorable Cymithia Thislen

Stare of Hawraii House of Represcntatives
State Capitol

Honolulu, Hawaii Se813

Drear Bepresentative Thielen:

This iz in response lo your inguiry dated December 21, 2000, requesting that the Drug
Enforcement Administration {DEA) not issue any new rules in the Federal Register with respect to
"industrial hemp."

"Indusirial hemp" is a term that some use to refer to cannabis plants that are grown to produce
fiber and il used in industrial products, The end products made from cannabis plants, such as
paper, rope, clothing, and industrial solvents, are likewise refared to by some as "hemp" products.
All cannabiz plents -- including those grown for "indusirial hemp" -- contain marijuana and
tetrahydrocannsbinole (THC), which are hallucinogenic substances listed in schedule I of the
Controlled Substances Act (CS5A). Therefore, as the principal federal agency charged with enforcing
the CSA, DEA is responsibls for regulating proeduction of cannabis and cannabis-derived products.

DEA has besn consulting with the Depariment of Justice, the Office of MNational Dmg Control
Policy, and other federal agenciss, in an affort 10 datermins how 1o balanee the protection of the
health and safety of the general public with the nesds of pnvate industry, Taking such
considerations inte account, DEA has drafted proposed regulations that will specily which cannabis-
denived products are subject o control under the CSA. The drafted regulations focus on whether the
particular cammabis-derived "hemp" product canses THC to enter the himan body. 10 20, the prodoct
will remain a schedules [ controlled substance subject to control under the CSA. If, however, use of
the product {such as paper or clothing) does not canse THC to enter the human body, the proadocst
will be exempted from control and thershy not subject to any of the CS5A Il:glillatﬂl'jl' provisions that
apply to controlled substances.
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In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, DEA must publish notice of any
proposed regulations in the Federal Regigter and provide members of the public with the apportunity
to submit comments. If such publication occurs, it will specify the time and manner for the public w
submit comments. All comments will be carefully considered by IVEA and taken into account in

armiwving at the final male.

If T may be ol [urther assislance o vou in this matter, please do not hesitate (o contact me.
Sincerely,

P 8

Tom P. Teres:
Chief, Office of Congressional A [Tairs
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